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Special Education Reflection
After reading about Melany, who is suffering from Asperger Syndrome, my thought is that teachers dealing with a special education need more qualities. The student has issues with communication and interacting with peers, which would affect performance. The teacher has to determine the student's needs and support to ensure the disability does not affect academic performance. I feel the teacher handled the situation correctly as the needed support is given. For example, the class objectives are simplified for the learner, and in the music class, an aid is allocated. One thing I would do differently is separating Melany from the general class students to ensure maximum assistance as this would even boost the self-esteem.
 The reading has taught me on teachers’ roles while advocating for children with special needs. They need to love and show compassion to the learners. Here, the teachers should identify the challenges and come up with strategies to help them manage. For example, Mrs. Smith helped Melany focus on communication, social as well as self- management skills that would make her independent both in school and community. In doing this, the teachers should not take it as a burden instead should be compassionate that they would attain their academic objectives like the rest.  
 The other role of teachers, in this case, is monitoring progress and making changes where necessary. Individual education students require more than the rest and at times, determining the exact strategy to meet their needs is hard. As at that, teachers should assess the response of various techniques until the best one is identified. For example, Mrs. Smith applied the Child Study Team with Melany, but in the music class, an aide was given. 
Dealing with exceptional education learners also needs dedication and optimism. At this juncture, the teachers should accept their roles and understand that they do not apply the aspects to make the students recover. Instead, they do so to assist them in meeting their life goals regardless of the disability. Moreover, they should be optimistic that the targets would be achieved even when the children become difficult. For instance, Melany was frustrated at times, evident by screaming and crying. The teacher applied preventive movement breaks so the stress would be relieved and thus empower the learner to reduce frustration levels. Thus, the teachers should have good morals and apply ethics in dealing with these students. 
In my encounters with these children, I learned that teachers must understand the conditions. It would make them prepared for the learners' behaviors and the ways to support them. Besides, I noted that patience is needed as the students take longer to adapt to new approaches. The teachers should not feel as if the work is tiring and less rewarding but remain focused and seek support from colleagues whenever they feel overwhelmed. 
